The Lessons Appointed for Use on
Sundays in Easter Season
11 April—23 May 2021

Sunday, April 11, 2021
The Second Sunday of Easter
THE COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of
reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 4:32-35
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them
all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to
each as any had need.
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 133
1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is, *
when brethren live together in unity!
It is like fine oil upon the head *
that runs down upon the beard,
2

Upon the beard of Aaron, *
and runs down upon the collar of his robe.
3

4 It

is like the dew of Hermon *
that falls upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: *
life for evermore.
5

THE GOSPEL
John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are
retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe." A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then
he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not
written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Sunday, April 18, 2021
The Third Sunday of Easter
THE COLLECT
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 3:12-19
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over
and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the
Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself
has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him
this perfect health in the presence of all of you. And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance,
as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that
his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 4
1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
you set me free when I am hard-pressed;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 "You

mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
how long will you worship dumb idols
and run after false gods?"
3 Know

that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; *
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me.
4 Tremble,

then, and do not sin; *
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.
5 Offer

the appointed sacrifices *
and put your trust in the LORD.
6 Many

are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" *
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD.
7 You

have put gladness in my heart, *
more than when grain and wine and oil increase.

8I

lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety.
THE GOSPEL
Luke 24:36b-48
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were startled
and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened,
and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said
this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he
said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third
day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.”

Sunday, April 25, 2021
The Fourth Sunday of Easter
THE COLLECT
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we
may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy
Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 4:5-12
The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John,
and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand
in their midst, they inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today
because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed,
let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in
good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. This Jesus is `the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.'
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by
which we must be saved."
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 23
1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.
2

3 He

revives my soul *
and guides me along right pathways for his Name's sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
4

5 You

spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely

your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

THE GOSPEL
John 10:11-18
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay
down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.
I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from
my Father.”

Sunday, May 2, 2021
The Fifth Sunday of Easter
THE COLLECT
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus
Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that
leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 8:26-40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it
and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the
slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation
justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.”
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip
baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 22:24-30
24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; *
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: *
"May your heart live for ever!"
25

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, *
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.
26

For kingship belongs to the LORD; *
he rules over the nations.
27

To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; *
all who go down to the dust fall before him.
28

My soul shall live for him;
my descendants shall serve him; *
they shall be known as the LORD's for ever.
29

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn *
the saving deeds that he has done.
30

THE GOSPEL
John 15:1-8
Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

Sunday, May 9, 2021
The Sixth Sunday of Easter
THE COLLECT
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our understanding:
Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 10:44-48
While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured
out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
"Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as
we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to
stay for several days.
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 98
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, *
for he has done marvelous things.
With his right hand and his holy arm *
has he won for himself the victory.
2

The LORD has made known his victory; *
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations.
3

He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, *
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
4

5 Shout

with joy to the LORD, all you lands; *
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Sing to the LORD with the harp, *
with the harp and the voice of song.
6

With trumpets and the sound of the horn *
shout with joy before the King, the LORD.
7

Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, *
the lands and those who dwell therein.
8

Let the rivers clap their hands, *
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD,
when he comes to judge the earth.
9

In righteousness shall he judge the world *
and the peoples with equity.
10

THE GOSPEL
John 15:9-17
Jesus said to his disciples, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments
and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one
has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the
master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I
have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am
giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

Sunday, May 16, 2021
The Seventh Sunday of Easter
THE COLLECT
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your
kingdom in heaven: Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us, and
exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one hundred
twenty persons) and said, "Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through
David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—for he was
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry. So one of the men who have
accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the
baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness
with us to his resurrection." So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as
Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which
one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas
turned aside to go to his own place." And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he
was added to the eleven apostles.
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 1
1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their

delight is in the law of the LORD, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
3

It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
4

5 Therefore

the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
6

THE GOSPEL
John 17:6-19
Jesus prayed for his disciples, “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know
that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to
them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed
that you sent me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of
those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have
been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be
one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I
guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may
have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has hated
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I am not asking
you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify
myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

Sunday, May 23, 2021
The Day of Pentecost
THE COLLECT
Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and nation by the
promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout the world by the preaching of the
Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in one place. And suddenly from
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of
power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his
voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: `In the last days it will be, God
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon
my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And
I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky
mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s
great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ “
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 104:25-35, 37
25 O LORD, how manifold are your works! *
in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number, *
creatures both small and great.
26

There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, *
which you have made for the sport of it.
27

All of them look to you *
to give them their food in due season.
28

You give it to them; they gather it; *
you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
29

You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust.
30

You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
and so you renew the face of the earth.
31

May the glory of the LORD endure for ever; *
may the LORD rejoice in all his works.
32

He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
he touches the mountains and they smoke.
33

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; *
I will praise my God while I have my being.
34

35 May

these words of mine please him; *
I will rejoice in the LORD.
Bless the LORD, O my soul. *
Hallelujah!
37

THE GOSPEL
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Jesus said to his disciples, ”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also are to testify
because you have been with me from the beginning. I did not say these things to you from the
beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks
me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your
hearts. Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he
will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: about sin, because they do
not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no
longer; about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. I still have many
things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is
mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take
what is mine and declare it to you.”

