The Lessons Appointed for Use on
Sundays in Epiphany
10 January—14 February 2021

Sunday, January 10, 2021
The First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord
THE COLLECT
Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him your beloved Son and
anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into his Name may keep the covenant
they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
THE LESSON
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light
from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and
there was morning, the first day.

THE GRADUAL
Psalm 29
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, *
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his Name; *
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; *
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; *
the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; *
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;

6 He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, *
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
7 The voice of the LORD splits the flames of fire;
the voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; *
the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
8 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe *
and strips the forests bare.
9 And in the temple of the LORD *
all are crying, "Glory!"
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; *
the LORD sits enthroned as King for evermore.
11 The LORD shall give strength to his people; *
the LORD shall give his people the blessing of peace.

THE GOSPEL
Mark 1:4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong
of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” In those days
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
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Sunday, January 17, 2021
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
THE COLLECT
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people,
illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be
known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
1 Samuel 3:1-10
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those
days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he
could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and
he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli,
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel
did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then
Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls
you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for
your servant is listening.”

THE GRADUAL
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
1 LORD, you have searched me out and known me; *
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You trace my journeys and my resting-places *
and are acquainted with all my ways.
2

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
3

You press upon me behind and before *
and lay your hand upon me.
4

5 Such

knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
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For you yourself created my inmost parts; *
you knit me together in my mother's womb.
12

I will thank you because I am marvelously made; *
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
13

My body was not hidden from you, *
while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
14

Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book; *
they were fashioned day by day,
when as yet there was none of them.
15

How deep I find your thoughts, O God! *
how great is the sum of them!
16

If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; *
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.
17

THE GOSPEL
John 1:43-51
Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, "Follow me." Now Philip was from
Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him
about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." Nathanael
said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to him, "Come and see." When Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!"
Nathanael asked him, "Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree
before Philip called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!"
Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater
things than these." And he said to him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man."
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Sunday, January 24, 2021
The Feast of the Holy Innocents (observed)
THE COLLECT
We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the holy innocents of Bethlehem by King Herod. Receive, we
pray, into the arms of your mercy all innocent victims; and by your great might frustrate the designs of
evil tyrants and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Jeremiah 31:15-17
Thus says the LORD: A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is weeping for
her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more. Thus says the LORD:
Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for there is a reward for your work, says
the LORD: they shall come back from the land of the enemy; there is hope for your future, says
the LORD: your children shall come back to their own country.

THE GRADUAL
Psalm 124

If the LORD had not been on our side, *
let Israel now say;
1

If the LORD had not been on our side, *
when enemies rose up against us;
2

Then would they have swallowed us up alive *
in their fierce anger toward us;
3

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us *
and the torrent gone over us;
4

Then would the raging waters *
have gone right over us.
5

Blessed be the LORD! *
he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth.
6

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; *
the snare is broken, and we have escaped.
7

Our help is in the Name of the LORD, *
the maker of heaven and earth.
8
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THE GOSPEL
Matthew 2:13-18
When the wise men had departed, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up,
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to
search for the child, to destroy him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went
to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." When Herod saw that he had been tricked
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who
were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they
are no more."
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Sunday, January 31, 2021
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
THE COLLECT
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the
supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Moses said: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you
shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this great
fire, I will die.” Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for
them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet,
who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name
of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to
speak—that prophet shall die.”

THE GRADUAL
Psalm 111
1 Hallelujah!
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, *
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
Great are the deeds of the LORD! *
they are studied by all who delight in them.
2

His work is full of majesty and splendor, *
and his righteousness endures for ever.
3

He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; *
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
4

He gives food to those who fear him; *
he is ever mindful of his covenant.
5

He has shown his people the power of his works *
in giving them the lands of the nations.
6

The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; *
all his commandments are sure.
7

7

They stand fast for ever and ever, *
because they are done in truth and equity.
8

He sent redemption to his people;
he commanded his covenant for ever; *
holy and awesome is his Name.
9

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; *
those who act accordingly have a good understanding;
his praise endures for ever.
10

THE GOSPEL
Mark 1:21-28
Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and
taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of
God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing
him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one
another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.
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Sunday, February 7, 2020
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
THE COLLECT
Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which you
have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
Isaiah 40:21-31
Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood from the foundations of the earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its
inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a
tent to live in; who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. Scarcely are
they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows upon them,
and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. To whom then will you compare me, or
who is my equal? says the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? He who brings
out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, mighty in
power, not one is missing. Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God"? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding
is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be
weary, and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.

THE GRADUAL
Psalm 147:1-12, 21c
1 Hallelujah!
How good it is to sing praises to our God! *
how pleasant it is to honor him with praise!
The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem; *
he gathers the exiles of Israel.
2

He heals the brokenhearted *
and binds up their wounds.
3

He counts the number of the stars *
and calls them all by their names.
4

Great is our LORD and mighty in power; *
there is no limit to his wisdom.
5

9

The LORD lifts up the lowly, *
but casts the wicked to the ground.
6

Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; *
make music to our God upon the harp.
7

He covers the heavens with clouds *
and prepares rain for the earth;
8

He makes grass to grow upon the mountains *
and green plants to serve mankind.
9

He provides food for flocks and herds *
and for the young ravens when they cry.
10

He is not impressed by the might of a horse; *
he has no pleasure in the strength of a man;
11

But the LORD has pleasure in those who fear him, *
in those who await his gracious favor.
12

21

Hallelujah!

THE GOSPEL
Mark 1:29-39
After Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James
and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the
whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and
cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. In the
morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he prayed. And
Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
searching for you.” He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the
message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

10

Sunday, February 14, 2020
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany
THE COLLECT
O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain:
Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE LESSON
2 Kings 2:1-12
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha
said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today
the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him,
“Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent
me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the
two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck
the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry
ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken
from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You have
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will
not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them,
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes
and tore them in two pieces.
THE GRADUAL
Psalm 50:1-6
1 The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken; *
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, *
God reveals himself in glory.
2

Our God will come and will not keep silence; *
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.
3
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He calls the heavens and the earth from above *
to witness the judgment of his people.
4

"Gather before me my loyal followers, *
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice."
5

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; *
for God himself is judge.
6

THE GOSPEL
Mark 9:2-9
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.
And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth
could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son
of Man had risen from the dead.
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